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Grace Presbyterian Church              September 26, 2021 

Psalm 124, Mark 9:38-50, James 1: 1-8 Starting a series on James 

Pastor Jonathan 

“Why is this season of life so hard?” 

 

We spent some time with Daniel to reflect on how he could serve in such a 

corrupt government as Babylon for sixty years. The quick answer was that it 

was his calling from God. He hadn’t longed for or tried to be promoted or be 

prime minister, he had simply tried to follow God, both in the government 

training programme and in the civil service. God helped him miraculously as 

he trusted God wholeheartedly. Did he ever make mistakes? He probably 

did. But just like Joseph, we see how he trusted God in the midst of the 

corrupt human institution, rather than denouncing the human institution or 

leaving it. I encouraged you to reflect on this as you take your position on 

what you believe about governments or denominations. What is critical for 

us to do? Win or lose. I spoke with one of the candidates that lost in the 

federal election and she said that she was happy to put forward her name, not 

to lose, but simply to trust God with the position. If He is calling you to a 

certain action or attitude, then we are trusting you to take the right action in 

these days. If He is calling you, then who are we to tell you otherwise? The 

Reformation was about clearly hearing God through His Word, and trusting 

Him no matter what the human institutions and leaders do or tell you to do. 

 

Our times on Sunday morning around the Scriptures are meant to help your 

spiritual walk with God. It is a journey that we hope to influence, but we 

know it is your journey, each one of you. We want to support you and trust 

that you are hearing God, that you are reading and studying His Word and 

that He indeed is speaking to you. If you accepted that you are sinful, broken 

and in need, have turned to Jesus as your Master and Saviour, then we come 

together as brothers and sisters to help each other in that walk. Sometimes 

we disagree, and sometimes in major not minor things. It is my heart to bless 

you and trust you, in this strange, hard season through which we are walking 

together. Why does it have to be so hard? 

 

If you are like me, and have lost loved ones, family members in the last 

couple years, you know what I am talking about. Everyone in this pandemic 

time knows loss and grief. Our political divisions could likely not be 

stronger than they are right now. So how do we get perspective we need to 

show Jesus’ character, Holy Spirit fruit, and yet be courageously truthful and 

loving? 
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James is one place we can turn in the crisis. Who was he? Amongst the 

various men named James in Scripture, it is most likely the person writing 

this letter is Jesus’ brother James. Yes, the same brother we learned about in 

John 7 who was trying to tell Jesus how to market himself. Why? Because 

James didn’t believe in Jesus then. (John 7:5) And to all you who have 

siblings and family members and neighbours, who don’t believe, take hope 

in this. Even Jesus’ siblings who had didn’t believe in their brother during 

His ministry believed in Him later in life. Don’t give up praying for your 

friends and family and neighbours and co-workers and fellow students. 

Don’t give up. Pray for strategy as to how you might invite them into Jesus’ 

presence long before they meet Him face to face at the final judgment. 

 

James describes himself as a servant or slave of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

showing himself to be a Christian and that this letter is written to all 

Christians, to all the brothers and sisters who are believers in our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ (James 2:1). While he does address this letter specifically 

to the twelve tribes scattered, we know that doesn’t mean only Jewish people 

or only Jewish people who believe in Jesus, but it means all of us. We know 

the books written in Scripture are revelation for us all, even if many of them 

assume we know the Jewish cultural and historical facts. Such facts make 

sense out of much of the Bible. So this book is not just for Messianic 

Christians who are undergoing hard times, but for all of us. Just as David 

wrote to us all, saying, “If the Lord had not been on our side…we would be 

like birdies trapped in a birdie trap…but He has rescued us…and we can 

trust Him.” (Psalm 124) 

 

James starts with a strange teaching. He says, “If you are facing trials, 

testing, challenges, the heat of persecution or disappointments or 

disagreements or struggles of many kinds…” be joyful. (1: 2) What? Pardon 

me? I’m not sure I heard correctly. Because when I face terrible opposition, 

betrayal, wounds, abuse, and bad health, I don’t find myself joyful in the 

least. I get grumpy. I get down. I get miserable, and sometimes I can make 

others miserable, if they let me. Sound familiar? So what is James saying to 

us.  

 

First, facing hard times is the most common season of human living. It was 

common in the first century and is common in the twenty first century. We 

have many conveniences and much provision, food, clothing and housing in 

N. America. But that doesn’t mean we don’t have hard times. However you 
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define hard times, James wants you to shift your focus from yourself to the 

Lord. What is the Lord trying to do with you through these hard times? 

 

Second, ask what God is doing in these hard times. James suggests he is 

developing perserverance, steadfastness, endurance in each one of us as His 

followers. (vv. 3-4) It is more than “patience” (KJV), it is an active “stick-

to-it-ness.” The only way you keep your muscles and muscle tone is by 

using them. Use your faith-and-trust-in-God muscles right now. Recognize 

that God is still in control. Yes, even when you have a bad health report. 

Yes, even when a tragedy or a loss grips you. You know at a deep place that 

there is a lot of brokenness in this life, and that we will not be done with 

brokenness and loss until we reach the new heaven and new earth in our new 

resurrection bodies. God still will bring about a good result in the end. What 

is that result? 

 

Third, see how God is leading you toward maturity, trusting Him, being 

more God-focused and Jesus-centered than self-focused and self-centered. 

Adolescence is only about what is good for you as an individual. Childhood 

is only about your fun and about you. God knows what we are lacking (v. 4). 

We can move on into adulthood, into maturity as we recognize what God is 

doing and trust Him anew. How do we trust Him anew? 

 

Fourth, we pray. (v. 5) Have you thought about how you are going to make 

it through the next season or the next pandemic wave? Don’t put your hope 

in vaccine passports. Put your hope in the Lord. Ask Him to give you 

wisdom from above. We often quote this verse in prayer groups, because we 

know we don’t have the wisdom of Solomon, let alone enough wisdom to 

face insurmountable challenges, like we are receiving these last two years. 

We need God’s point of view. I need His perspective. I really do. 

 

Fifth, notice what James says about the character of the Lord: “He gives 

generously without finding fault and it will be given to you.” Have you ever 

asked someone for help or time or money or anything and they respond with 

“Why are you asking me?” or “No way.” And I know I have felt like I 

shouldn’t even have asked. Our heavenly Father is not like that. Jesus taught 

his Father gives like a good parent gives, or even better. Remember He 

taught us on the Sermon on the Mount to “ask, seek, knock…” (Matt 7:7-11) 

So: 

“Don’t bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This isn’t 

a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we’re in. If your child asks for 
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bread, do you trick him with sawdust? If he asks for fish, do you scare 

him with a live snake on his plate? As bad as you are, you wouldn’t 

think of such a thing. You’re at least decent to your own children. So 

don’t you think the God who conceived you in love will be even 

better? (Matthew 7: 7-11 the Message) 

 

Just ask God and trust Him as this kind of Father. 

 

Sixth, James closes the teaching in this passage with a warning. Don’t hedge 

your bets with God. Go all in. Don’t “trust Him but not trust Him.” Don’t 

ask Him for something but then imagine the worst case scenario. Have you 

ever done that? Thought mostly about how bad it is going to be? If fact, 

many of us start planning our futures, based on a negative, let’s not trust 

God about this point of view. Now we don’t say that to ourselves 

consciously. But then we talk to others and the negativity comes out. Let me 

give an example. The pandemic: do you want to trust the Lord for moving us 

beyond it, or are you more interested in preparing for how bad it will 

continue to be? Or take the denominational decision: do you want to trust the 

Lord for moving us beyond it, or are you more interested in preparing for 

how bad and divisive it will be? James wants us to trust the Lord, and yes, it 

is okay to imagine various scenarios, but in the end, it is trusting the Lord 

and placing the future in His hands. Otherwise, James tells us we are playing 

a stormy game with God.  

 

Have you ever seen a child or adult fly a kite on a particularly windy day? 

You see the kite struggling. It got up into the air fairly quickly. But now that 

it is up there is struggling. You wonder if it will break and fly away. More 

likely the operator will allow it to come down and crash against the ground, 

likely breaking it for good. Don’t be like that kite, trusting and not trusting 

God. Having a hard time not being negative? Ask someone to pray with you 

and trust for a good outcome, pleasing to God, first and foremost. 

 

Have you ever tried body surfing? If you have been swimming in the ocean 

where waves are larger, you know it is wise to learn how to swim into the 

wave and through the wave. Once you have learned that you can try to swim 

with the wave, and ride the wave at its crest. It is amazing and fun. But if the 

wave is two meters tall or more and you get caught by it, its force will toss 

you and turn you, possibly removing your swimming apparel and finally 

depositing you on the sand in a rough manner. I have experienced this 

several times and am here to report it. There are beautiful waves in Southern 
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California and many parts of Hawaii. But don’t try and fight them, or you 

will be sorry you did. James teaches us that trusting-but-not-trusting God in 

prayer by the way we imagine our future is like being tossed in the ocean 

waves, being totally out of control, and landing places that prayer was never 

intending us to go. 

 

A “double minded” person is one that can’t make up their minds for what 

they want. The original word is dipsyche or two souls. It simply means that 

there is so much at odds within a person that instability is the least word to 

describe your spiritual state. Now we all have doubts. We all have some 

negativity. Don’t give up on prayer because you can’t trust 100%. Trust 

fully. 

 

I had a friend in my men’s bible study who always used to sing, “I surrender 

65%....I surrender 71%...” Do you know that hymn, “I surrender all?” He 

was trying to be both humourous and truthful and vulnerable. He loved the 

Lord. He had been a Bible translator with Wycliffe. He has gone to be with 

the Lord. We all struggle to give our all to the Lord. If you find yourself 

holding something back, or choosing to do something you know is wrong 

before God, ask someone to help you choose otherwise. Ask the Lord first. 

He knows. 

 

James wants to bless us and help us in hard times. I am sure you want the 

same. Let us turn anew to the Lord and trust His wisdom and perspective in 

these days. Let us value prayer in our midst as never before. Hope you can 

come this afternoon at 4. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


